
BIRDING THE BEST OF NORFOLK

£425 per person for 5 days                               
26 May – 30 May 2016

Includes 4 nights full board at the Ffolkes Arms Hotel & Country Club,                                               
entrance to all 10 reserves and 2 x boat trips.

8 single + 3 twin + 4 double rooms available
That’s only £85 per person per day and no single room penalty supplements!

Trip Leaders: Richard Hanman and Simon Ginnaw

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget”

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Included in the price:
Thurs 26 
May ‘16

Fri 27 
May ‘16

Sat 28 
May ‘16

Sun 29 
May ‘16

Mon 30 
May ‘16

Welney WWT a

NWT Holme & RSPB Titchwell a

Holkham, Blakeney & Cley a

Hickling Broad & Sculthorpe a

Weeting Heath & Lakenheath a

Hotel with en-suite room a a a a

2-course evening meal a a a a

Breakfast & picnic lunch a a a a

After-dinner quiz (Rich) a a

After-dinner talk (Simon) a a



Norfolk is the most visited destination for bird watchers in the UK as it offers a multitude of habitats
including; sandy beaches, marram-grass dunes, shingle-ridges, tidal mudflats, saltwater creeks, grazing
marsh, freshwater reed-lined fens, deciduous woodlands and coniferous copses. If that wasn’t
enough, Norfolk lies on the key spring migration route and has fabulous nature reserves all within easy
access. Many of the reserves have a state of the art visitors centre, toilets and gift shop.

Our base for the duration of this trip is the 3* family run Ffolkes Arms & Country Club at Hillington,
centrally located to maximise our time in the field. Our hotel is a 300-year old coaching inn with an
adjacent accommodation block consisting of 20 en-suite rooms. Our meal plan is full-board and
includes breakfast, takeaway picnic lunch and 2-course evening dinner at the hotel. Drinks are extra
and can be charged to your room and settled by you on checkout. See www.ffolkes-arms-hotel.co.uk.

Bargain Birding the Best of Norfolk

… Marsh Harrier, Hobby, Spoonbill, Bittern, Stone Curlew, Avocet, Sanderling, Turnstone, Ruff, Curlew,
Little Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, Little Tern, Sandwich Tern, Egyptian Goose, Cuckoo, Turtle Dove,
Kingfisher, Sand Martin, Gadwall, Garganey, Cetti’s Warbler, Garden Warbler, Whitethroat, Blackcap,
Willow Warbler, Bullfinch, Marsh Tit, Willow Tit and Yellowhammer.

Our trip itinerary will see us visit the 10 best reserves in Norfolk and also includes a marine boat trip
to observe the seals at Blakeney Point, and a freshwater boat trip to cruise the reedbeds at Hickling
Broad. This will give us the best opportunity to see well over 100 species including …

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget”

At ‘Bargain Birding Club’ we are constantly striving to bring you great value for money bird watching
experiences, and this self-drive trip is no exception. We will visit the 10 best reserves in Norfolk and
our amazing price also includes a marine boat trip to observe the seals and tern colony at Blakeney
Point, and a freshwater boat trip to look for Bittern and Swallowtail butterflies at Hickling Broad.

Please compare our prices below and judge for yourself …

Trip 
Operator

Trip           
Dates

No of days 
birding

Nature Reserves visited £ per person

Bargain 
Birding Club

26-30 May 
2016

5

Welney / Holme / Titchwell 
Cley / Blakeney / Holkham

Sculthorpe Moor / Hickling Broad                    
Weeting Heath / Lakenheath

£425 
includes all meals,

2 x boat trips                                     
& all entrance fees

Naturetrek 
(GBR03)

6-8 May 
2016

2
Cley / Holkham

Wayland Wood / Weeting Heath

£350                                
excludes lunch & entrance 

fees and no boat trips

Ffolkes Arms

http://www.ffolkes-arms-hotel.co.uk/


Thursday 26th May 2016: Welney WWT (PE14 9TN)

We meet at 10am at Welney WWT for a guided walk around
this fabulous reserve, part of the great Ouse Washes and
Britain’s largest area of seasonally flooded land.

We’ll start at the main observatory and scan for wildfowl
including Gadwall, Garganey, Shelduck, Shoveler and Teal.
We’ll then continue to the Summer Walk to pick up woodland
birds such as Garden Warbler, Yellowhammer, Blackcap,
Whitethroat, Cetti’s Warbler, Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff.

We’ll retrace our steps to the hides overlooking the wader
scrapes in search of Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank,
Ruff, Curlew, Snipe, Common Sandpiper and Yellow Wagtail.

Welney WWT

After breakfast at 7.30am we’ll leave at 8.15am and drive (15
miles / 30 mins) to Holme Bird Observatory. Here we’ll hope
to observe the bird ringers in action at this migrant ‘hotspot’
which could turn up almost anything including Wryneck, Ring
Ouzel, Hoopoe, Turtle Dove, Bluethroat and Red-backed
Shrike! We’ll then move on to explore the adjacent site of
Holme Dunes NNR in search of birds, butterflies and orchids.

At 12noon we’ll head to Burnham Overy (PE31 8JJ) to enjoy
our picnic lunch overlooking the harbour. Rested and re-fuelled
we’ll set off on a short stroll along the banks of the River Burn
in search of Spoonbill and Cuckoo.

Our final site for today is the RSPB’s flagship reserve at
Titchwell Marsh. We’ll take the Fen Trail to look for woodland
birds before joining the main West Bank Path. The reedbeds
should be alive with warblers and the lagoons full of waders.
From the beach we’ll scan the sea for Common Scoter and as
we head back to the visitors centre we’ll keep our eyes peeled
for a Bittern or Marsh Harrier hawking low over the reserve.

At 6pm we’ll head back to our hotel, giving us time to get
showered and changed for dinner at 7.30pm. We’ll end the
evening with drinks and an after-dinner talk by Simon.

At 4pm we’ll have time for refreshments in the Wigeon café overlooking Lady’s Fen and a visit to the
gift shop before departing at 5pm and driving the short distance (26 miles / 40 mins) to our hotel. Our
evening meal will be served at 7.30pm and will be followed by a general knowledge quiz with prizes!

Bargain Birding the Best of Norfolk

Friday 27th May 2016: Holme Bird Observatory (PE36 6LQ) & RSPB Titchwell (PE31 8BB)

Burnham Overy marsh

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget”

RSPB Titchwell



Breakfast at 7.30am then a short drive to Lady Ann’s
Drive (NR23 1AB) opposite Holkham Hall. We’ll scan
the fields for Greylag Goose and Egyptian Goose
before walking through the pine woods to the beach
for a spot of sea-scanning and dune birdwatching.

At 11am we’ll head to Morston Quay (NR25 7AA) and
board our midday privately chartered ‘Beans Boat’ for
a 1 hour trip around Blakeney Point. There is free
parking for NT members at Morston Quay, otherwise
there a small charge of £3.50 per car.

Please wrap up very warm as the wind-chill factor
coming off the North Sea even in late May can be
bitterly cold! We will stay close to the shore to ensure
everyone gets close up views of Common and Grey
Seals, as well as breeding seabirds such as Arctic,
Common, Little and Sandwich Tern.

Once back on dry land, we will drive the short
distance to Cley Marsh (NR25 7SA) for a toilet stop
and lunch in the visitors centre. After lunch we will
have a gentle walk around Cley which is Norfolk’s
oldest and best known nature reserve.

The reserve at Cley boasts both freshwater and
saltwater habitats and over 300 bird species have
been recorded here. On our visit we will hope to
connect with Marsh Harrier, Bearded Tit and Bittern
as well as the commoner waders and wildfowl.

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget”

Seals at Blakeney Point

Common Seal

Bargain Birding the Best of Norfolk

Saturday 28th May 2016: Holkham (NR23 1AB), Blakeney (NR25 7AA) & Cley (NR25 7SA)

Cley Marsh

At 6pm we’ll head back to our hotel (28 miles / 45 mins), giving ourselves time to change for our
2-course evening meal at 7.30pm, followed by round 2 of our ever-popular after-dinner quiz.

Bearded Tit

Bittern

Marsh Harrier

Egyptian Goose



Breakfast at 7.30am then we’ll drive in convoy (53 miles / 90mins) to Hickling Broad (NR12 0BW).

At 10.30am we’ll board our privately chartered boat and glide for 2 hours quietly and effortlessly
around this the largest of the Norfolk Broads. We’ll explore the secret channels and reed beds in
search of breeding Bittern, Water Rail, Little Tern, Kingfisher, Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Marsh
Harrier, Moorhen, Coot, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe and Mute Swan.

It’s not just the birds that make Hickling a ‘must-see’ place to visit in late Spring, mammals such as
Otter, Chinese Water Deer and Red Deer are also present. However, the reserves other ‘star-
attractions’ are the amazing and rare Swallowtail Butterfly and Norfolk Hawker Dragonfly.

Back on dry land at 12.30pm we’ll enjoy our picnic lunch in the gardens of the reserve visitors centre.

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget”

Common Seal

Bargain Birding the Best of Norfolk

Sunday 29th May 2016: Hickling Broad (NR12 0BW) and Sculthorpe Moor (NR21 9GN)

After a bit of retail therapy in the small gift shop we’ll depart at
6pm and head back to our hotel. If time allows we may stop off
at a site (52°49'21.8"N, 0°28'42.5"E) which in the past has
produced the rare Golden Pheasant.

Our 2-course evening meal will be served at 7.30pm and will
be followed by another fascinating after-dinner talk by Simon.

At 1.15pm we’ll drive (41 miles / 75 mins) to Sculthorpe Moor
(NR21 9GN) which is run by the Hawk and Owl Trust. This
peaceful reserve in the beautiful Wensum Valley has a rich
variety of wildlife in its woodland, fen and reed bed habitats.

After checking in, and an introduction from the warden, we’ll
head off towards the hides hoping for close up views of tits and
finches including Willow Tit, Marsh Tit, Coal Tit, Great Tit,
Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Bullfinch, Chaffinch and Greenfinch.

Other notable birds present include Kingfisher, Treecreeper,
Nuthatch, and Great-spotted Woodpecker.

Hickling Broad Swallowtail

Northern Hawker

Nuthatch

Bullfinch



After breakfast at 7.30am, we’ll check out of our
hotel ready for an 8.30am departure to Weeting
Heath (31 miles / 45 mins) located in an area on the
Norfolk / Suffolk border known as ‘The Brecks’.

The word ‘Breck’ comes from an Old English word
meaning ‘land newly broken for cultivation’ and the
unique heathland habitat enriched with mosses and
lichens dates back to the Stone Age.

Today, Weeting Heath is managed by the Norfolk
Wildlife Trust and was the first nature reserve to
fence rabbits in and use them to maintain the close-
cropped stoney, sward that provides the perfect
cover for the ground-nesting Stone Curlew.

We should get good scope views from the purpose-
built observation hide. Other birds of note here are
Woodlark, Tree Pipit, Little Owl and Stonechat.

Common Seal

Bargain Birding the Best of Norfolk

Monday 30th May 2016: Weeting Heath (IP26 4NQ) and Lakenheath Fen (IP27 9AD)

Woodlark Tree Pipit

Stone Curlew

Once everyone has made use of the facilities at the visitors centre, we’ll continue the short distance
(3 miles / 6 mins) crossing the Little Ouse river into Suffolk to the RSPB Reserve at Lakenheath Fen.

This huge reserve was once owned by Bryant & May
(the matchstick-maker) who drained the fens and
planted large areas of poplar trees. For the past 20
years the RSPB have been working to restore the
balance between grazing land, reed bed and fen.

Small stands of poplar trees still remain and these
now attract the much sought after summer
migrants such as Common Cuckoo, Hobby, Spotted
Flycatcher, Turtle Dove, Blackcap, Garden Warbler
and Golden Oriole. The reserve also has breeding
populations of Common Crossbill, Bittern and
Common Crane. We’ll take a steady 5 mile circular
ramble taking in the Main Trail and Trial Wood Trail.

Our trip ends when we are all back safe and sound
at the visitors centre. One final cup of tea or coffee
in the café will allow us to total up our trip list,
before bidding everyone a fond farewell and safe
onward journey home … until next time!

Golden Oriole

Hobby

Common Crane

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget”



“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget”

Welney WWT:  
www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/welney/

Holme Bird Observatory:
www.noa.org.uk

Burnham Overy Marsh:
www.essentialnorthnorfolk.co.uk/burnham-overy-dunes-gun-hill-and-the-staithe-the-burnhams-
norfolks-undiscovered-walks/

RSPB Titchwell Marsh:
www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/t/titchwellmarsh/

Cley NWT:
www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-in-norfolk/nature-reserves/reserves/cley-marshes

Blakeney Point NT:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/blakeney/

Hickling Broad NWT:
www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-in-norfolk/nature-reserves/reserves/hickling-broad

Sculthorpe Moor Community Nature Reserve:
www.hawkandowl.org/sculthorpe/visitor-information-for-sculthorpe-moor/

Weeting Heath National Nature Reserve:
www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-in-norfolk/nature-reserves/reserves/weeting-heath

RSPB Lakenheath Fen:
www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/seenature/reserves/guide/l/lakenheathfen/

Useful information to help you get the most from your trip

What IS included in our amazing ‘Bargain Birding Club’ price?

 4 nights accommodation with private en-suite bathroom at Ffolkes Arms Hotel
 All meals as specified in the itinerary (excludes alcoholic drinks)
 Entrance and services of a professional guide at all 10 reserves listed above
 Privately chartered boat trips at Blakeney Point and Hickling Broad
 Pre-trip information pack and a full colour post-trip report (PDF and printed copy)
 Public Liability Insurance

What is NOT included in our ‘Bargain Birding Club’ price?

 Transport & car parking (suggest guests car share as we have done on previous trips)
 Personal effects (birding equipment, toiletries, medications, travel insurance, etc.)

http://www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/welney/
http://www.noa.org.uk/
http://www.essentialnorthnorfolk.co.uk/burnham-overy-dunes-gun-hill-and-the-staithe-the-burnhams-norfolks-undiscovered-walks/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/t/titchwellmarsh/
http://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-in-norfolk/nature-reserves/reserves/cley-marshes
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/blakeney/
http://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-in-norfolk/nature-reserves/reserves/hickling-broad
http://www.hawkandowl.org/sculthorpe/visitor-information-for-sculthorpe-moor/
http://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-in-norfolk/nature-reserves/reserves/weeting-heath
http://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/seenature/reserves/guide/l/lakenheathfen/


Thursday 26th May 2016:
• 10.00am Meet at Welney WWT (PE14 9TN) for a leisurely stroll around the reserve
• 5.00pm Drive (26 miles / 40 mins) to Ffolkes Arms Hotel & Country Club (PE31 6BJ) 
• 7.30pm Evening meal (2 course) followed by round 1 of our after-dinner quiz with prizes!

Friday 27th May 2016:
• 7.30am Full English or Continental breakfast
• 8.15am Drive (15 miles / 30 mins) to Holme Bird Observatory (PE36 6LQ) to look for summer migrants
• 10.00am Guided walk around Holme Dunes NNR 
• 12.00am Drive (11 miles / 30 mins) to Burnham Overy (PE31 8JJ) – picnic next to boat house
• 12.30pm Short walk along the banks of the River Burn
• 2.00pm Drive (6 miles / 15 mins) to Titchwell (PE31 8BB) for a gentle stroll around the reserve
• 6.30pm Drive (12 miles / 30 mins) back to the hotel (PE31 6BJ)
• 7.30pm Evening meal (2 course) followed by a fascinating after-dinner talk by Simon

Saturday 28th May 2016:
• 7.30am Full English or Continental breakfast
• 8.15am Drive (18 miles / 30 mins) to Lady Ann’s Drive opposite Holkham Hall (NR23 1AB)
• 11.00am Drive (9 miles / 20 mins) to Morston Quay (NR25 7AA) to board our ‘Bean’s Boat’
• 12.00am Boat trip around Blakeney Point to see the tern colony and seals
• 1.00pm Drive (3 miles / 10 mins) to Cley Marsh NWT - picnic lunch in the café (NR25 7SA)
• 2.00pm Guided walk around Cley Marsh     
• 6.00pm Drive (28 miles / 45 mins) back to our hotel (PE31 6BJ)
• 7.30pm Evening meal (2 course) followed by round 2 of our after-dinner quiz with prizes!

Sunday 29th May 2016:
• 7.30am Full English or Continental breakfast
• 8.15am Drive (53 miles / 90 mins) to Hickling Broad (NR12 0BW)
• 10.30am 2 hour boat trip looking for rare birds, butterflies and dragonflies
• 12.30am Picnic lunch in the garden of the visitors centre
• 1.15pm Drive (41 miles / 75 mins) to Sculthorpe Moor Nature Reserve (NR21 9GN)
• 2.30pm Guided walk around the delightful woodland reserve
• 6.00pm Drive (13 miles / 20 mins) back to our hotel (PE31 6BJ)
• 7.30pm Evening meal (2 course) followed by another fascinating after-dinner talk by Simon

Monday 30th May 2016:
• 7.30am Full English or Continental breakfast and then checkout of the hotel
• 8.30am Drive (31 miles / 45 mins) to Weeting Heath National Nature Reserve (IP26 4NQ)
• 9.15am Scan ‘The Brecks’ for Stone Curlew, Woodlark, Cuckoo, Hobby and Tree Pipit
• 10.45am Drive (3 miles / 6 mins) to RSPB Lakenheath Fen 
• 11.00am 5 mile slow circular guided ramble around the reserve
• 5.00pm End of the trip – thank you and have a safe onward journey home

Bargain Birding the Best of Norfolk – Trip Summary

To reserve your place on this trip please contact Richard Hanman at:
Email: info@bargainbirdingclub.com Mobile:  07785 707 797

mailto:info@bargainbirdingclub.com

